
Pitching to editors

By Toby Moses, TV Editor, The Guardian















● We stick very closely to the day’s news
● If it doesn’t have a news peg, we’re 

unlikely to run it
● Pitch on the same day, or before, 

something hits the news pages

A news peg
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● Be opinionated, entertaining
● Write in your own voice
● Convince
● Don’t second guess your critics
● Don’t let your knowledge get in 

the way of your writing

Have fun
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● We get 100s of pitches every day
● Quick, to the point
● Topic in subject line
● Why you?
● Why now?
● What’s your argument?

Be snappy
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● What do you know that others don’t
● Could be lived experience
● Could be education

Be an expert
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● Does not need to be news we’ve covered
● Look for the different, whether that’s 

the peg or your angle
● Don’t be predictable

Be quirky
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● Pre-write - we want to talk about the idea
● Send over more than one idea at a time
● Pitch on race/gender issues if you don’t 

have first hand experience
● Pitch on something we’ve already covered
● Pitch on the biggest stories - we’ve got 

coronaviruscovered
● Pitch a 3,000 piece to opinion
● Call- we have email now
● Repeatedly hassle
● Use unsubstantiated stats/’facts’

Don’ts
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The third question









● Has a clear description in the 
subject line

● Explains why now
● Explains why you should write it
● Is no more than a few lines

A good pitch
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● Don’t be put off by rejections
● toby.moses@theguardian.com
● opinion@theguardian.com
● G2@theguardian.com

Pitch, pitch, 
pitch

mailto:toby.moses@theguardian.com
mailto:opinion@theguardian.com


● Look beyond the big stories
● Think about your expertise
● How does your life relate to the news?
● What makes you angry?
● What could you say that nobody else 

could?

Over to you
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