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Pitching to editors

By Toby Moses, TV Editor, The Guardian
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&6 Conument is free.
but facts e sacred

CP Scotr, 1921 Guadian editor

@® Labour MPs owe
aduty to the
country - not
Corbyn’'s absurd
three-line whip
Polly Toynbee

Many will lose seats for failing to
obey their Brexit-voting electosates
They should do it anyway. They
have a higher responsibility

@ The anti‘Trump resistance
will fall if we don't ditch
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&% In a post-truth world,
statistics could provide an
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they love it: 10 top tracks to
play for your best friend
Rhik Samadder
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&% To defeat Trumpism will
take an extraordinary
popular resistance

Owen Jones

‘e Calling the Holocaust 'sad’
is the first step towards
denying it ever happened

Jonathan Freedlan:

&% This Trump petition
shows UK citizens will not
bend a knee to hate
Suzanne Moore

@® Theresa May was
right to see Donald
Trump. But she has to
condemn him too
Jack Straw

I'm a Syrian refugee in the UK - join
my protest against Trump
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might have a bisexual
history? Why?

Phoebe-Jane Boyd
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e We need a Dump Trump
foreign policy - otherwise the
UK faces catastrophe

Paul Mason
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The rise of the reader

Katharine Viner ®® "we are no longer the all-seeing all-
knowing journalists,

delivering words from on high ... Digital
has wrecked those hierarchies

almost overnight, creating a more levelled
world,

where responses can be instant, where
some readers will almost

certainly know more about a particular
subject than the journalist,

where the reader might be better placed to
uncover a story”

From The Rise of the Reader, 2013
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A news peg

We stick very closely to the day’s news
If it doesn’t have a news peg, we're
unlikely to run it

Pitch on the same day, or before,

: : Journa
something hits the news pages Assem
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Be snappy

We get 100s of pitches every day
Quick, to the point

Topic in subject line

Why you?

Why now?

What’s your argument?







Be quir

e  Does not need to be news we’ve covered

e  Look for the different, whether that’s
the peg or your angle

e Don’t be predictable







N

@ Before you pitch: research the publication.

@ Work out when best to pitch. (Never rush unless you have to.)
@ Send one idea at a time, to one outlet at a time.

@ Use the subject field wisely.

@ Read the pitch through before you press send.
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A pitch must answer 3 key questions

What is the
story (or

argument)? @

Why now (or
why should we
care)?
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What is the story (or argument)?

N

You should be able to express it in a sentence or two

A subject or a theme is not a story idea

An idea = (subject + angle + audience) + hook

T

Avoid known facts and obvious slants (nobody wants to
publish what most people know)
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What is the hook?

N

News?

If not news, why now: where does the sense of urgency
come from?

And if no urgency, why should people care?

oS
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The third question

Why me? I should write this piece because ...

N
@ I have a genuinely original idea (show, don’t tell)

@ I am a brilliant writer (show, don’t tell)

I have access to a person, or place, or some other
1 material that others might not have access to

@ I have relevant expertise or personal experience

theguardian web print tablet mobile the whole picture



And whatever you do ...

@ @ Include contact details

Use the S.UbJ ect @ Include info about pictures if relevant
field wisely
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Action points

A

If you get a ‘no’, persist. Learn from it and
try to place the piece elsewhere.

@ If you get a ‘yes’:

= Deliver what you promised
= Get your facts right and credit sources

= Write it as well as time will allow; edit
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Now you are a published columnist

Engage with
your readers

O,

Thank your
editor

O,

Start work on
next idea

guardian web_print tablet mobile the whole picture



A good pitch

Has a clear description in the
subject line

Explains why now

Explains why you should write it
Is no more than a few lines
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Betting Shop Closures - An ex-employee’s opinion on FOBTs and social responsibility <

Inbox x Opinion main x

Fri,5Jul, 15:20 (3 daysago) Yy

To Whom it May Concern,

Your recent articles regarding the potential closure of hundreds of high street bookmakers has prompted me to write an opinion piece. | have seen you do not require a fully
written article, so | have given the first few paragraphs below:

‘With the announcement of hundreds of betting shop closures, the only ones who deserve sympathy are the employees, and those who fell victim to the
bookmaker's deceit.

Since the introduction of the FOBT machine in 2001, UK bookmakers have been ever increasingly responsible for social degradation within our communities.
Gambling; it has always been a vice for those with either enough disposable income that it is only the winning that counts, or for those less fortunate it is the
allure of that quick monetary gain. But there is something sinister about the FOBT, in that it has increased accessibility to quick winnings or losses on our high
street in an environment more akin to a miniature casino.

| worked in the industry as a branch manager for over twelve years, and | can tell you first hand that these companies view social responsibility as a check-box
exercise in order to keep trading, with more training time given to the launch of a new FOBT product than to social responsibility awareness’.

| believe that this article could do with publication, as It is relevant to current affairs in this industry. As the bookmaking industry faces more and more pressure, the general
public may take interest in hearing how these companies have faced this growing criticism through the eyes of an ex-employee. | believe | am the right person to contribute
such an opinion piece, as | worked in the industry for over a decade, and | have simply ‘seen it all’.
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Over to you

Look beyond the big stories

Think about your expertise

How does your life relate to the news?
What makes you angry?

What could you say that nobody else
could?




